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DONATE  DO YOU NEED HELP?

DR Congo emergency

In 2023, as a result of an alarming resurgence of violence generated by armed
groups, 5.8 million people are displaced across the provinces of Ituri, North Kivu,
South Kivu and Tanganyika, in the east of the Democratic Republic of the Congo.

Armed clashes resulting in the killing of civilians have triggered massive and
repeated forced displacements of hundreds of thousands of people. Many find
themselves unable to satisfy their most urgent needs without humanitarian
assistance.

Donate now

5.8 million
people internally displaced in the DRC

https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/
https://donate.unhcr.org/int/general/
https://help.unhcr.org/?utm_source=unhcr.org&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=HQ_HE_EN_orghelp___dynh
https://donate.unhcr.org/int/democratic-republic-congo/
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Over 522,000
refugees and asylum-seekers in the DRC

Over 1 million
DRC refugees and asylum-seekers in countries neighbouring the DRC

Last updated February 2023 - Visit the Data Portal for more statistics
 

VIDEO

https://data.unhcr.org/en/situations/drc
https://www.youtube.com/embed/NuAn2LCP66o
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Nearly 5.8 million people need emergency assistance as a result
of conflict in the Democratic Republic of the Congo.
The humanitarian situation continues to deteriorate in the eastern portion of the Democratic
Republic of the Congo (DRC).

In January 2023 alone, more than 200 civilians were killed in Ituri Province in a series of attacks by
non-state armed groups, which also destroyed 2,000 houses and closed or demolished 80 schools.
At least 52,000 people were displaced in a province already hosting 1.5 million IDPs.

Meanwhile, in neighbouring North Kivu Province, a dramatic resurgence of attacks by armed groups
began in March 2022, causing more than 521,000 people to flee. Some 120,000 people have
moved to the relative safety of the outskirts of the provincial capital of Goma but remain in
desperate need. In total, 2.2 million people are displaced in the conflict-torn province.

The risk of further displacement is high, as conflicts affect many areas. Protection needs are
enormous and increasing as levels of forced displacement continue to grow.

According to the 2022 Humanitarian Needs Overview, no improvement in the humanitarian situation
is expected in 2023 and 2024. The humanitarian community will concentrate its efforts on the areas
where the highest levels of vulnerability exist, specifically in the provinces of Ituri, North Kivu, South
Kivu and Tanganyika.

What is UNHCR doing to help?

Amidst this insecurity, UNHCR and partners continue to deliver life-saving assistance to displaced
populations. UNHCR leads the Clusters that are responsible for Shelter, Protection and Camp

“We had a good life. There’s no way to go back home,
everything has been destroyed. All I’m asking for is

peace.”
Alphonsine, displaced by violence in Ituri Province,

eastern DRC.

No Safe Place: Displaced Congolese struggle to find safety and peace

https://www.youtube.com/embed/NuAn2LCP66o
https://www.youtube.com/embed/NuAn2LCP66o
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Related news and stories view more

Coordination and Camp Management (CCCM), which provide critical services to vulnerable
populations.

The Shelter and Non-Food Item Cluster covers essentials like tarpaulin-walled shelters, blankets,
cooking pots and menstrual hygiene kits for women and girls who are the majority of the targeted
beneficiary group.

The Protection Cluster improves access to protection services with a particular emphasis on the
needs of vulnerable groups, such as women, children, the elderly and people with specific needs.
The main interventions include monitoring and analysis of the protection situation; profiling and
mapping exercises in areas of new displacement to identify the most urgent needs; psychosocial
assistance (including cash for protection), legal or judicial accompaniment; and strengthening
peaceful cohabitation and social cohesion.

By the end of 2022, there were 122 sites for internally displaced people in Tanganyika, South Kivu,
North Kivu, and Ituri, coordinated through the CCCM cluster under the co-leadership of UNHCR and
the International Organization for Migration. Recognizing that the sites option should remain the last
resort, the CCCM Cluster also works to strengthen the coordination and management of more than
80 communal shelters - such as those in football stadiums, churches, and schools).

The delivery of this emergency assistance continues despite severe underfunding in the DRC. For
2023, UNHCR is asking for US$233 million to assist both IDPs and refugees in the DRC.

Support our work now

For all updated reports and further information on the DRC, please visit our Data Portal. You can also
read the latest external updates on our Global Focus page.
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A refugee baker from Congo builds his business in Burundi

https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/search?reldocid=5a3379194
https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/stories/2023/1/63d11d0c4/refugee-baker-congo-builds-business-burundi.html
https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/briefing/2023/1/63cf9fb24/escalating-violence-leaves-hundreds-dead-hundreds-thousands-move-eastern.html
https://donate.unhcr.org/int/democratic-republic-congo/
https://data2.unhcr.org/en/situations/drc
https://reporting.unhcr.org/drcsituation
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NEWS RELEASES

Escalating violence leaves hundreds dead and hundreds of thousands on
the move in eastern DRC

STORIES

Football brings refugees and host community together in Angola

STORIES

Lighting up the lives of forcibly displaced people in Mozambique
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https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/stories/2022/12/639c4bd74/football-brings-refugees-host-community-together-angola.html
https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/stories/2022/12/639086ff4/lighting-lives-forcibly-displaced-people-mozambique.html
https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/stories/2022/11/63861dfd4/mom-inspired-achieve-dreams.html
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To my Mom, who inspired me to achieve my dreams

NEWS RELEASES

UN Refugee Agency calls for ban on forced returns of asylum-seekers to
eastern DR Congo
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